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MINISTRY OF INTERIOR FIGURE: 173,955 HUNGARIAN 
REFUGEES. According to a report by the Ministry of the 
Interior, as of April 1, 1957, a total of 173,955 Hungarians 
have sought refuge in Austria. Approximately 27,500 of ther. 
are still living in camps in Austria, some 4,000 are being 
given shelter by private aid organizations and about 9,500 
are living with private families. Up to April 1, a total of 
4,346 refugees had voluntarily returned to Hungary from 
Austria as had an additional 1,294 from other countries. 

FEW REFUGEES WOULD MISS A CHANCE TO EMIGRATE 
OVERSEAS. According to a survey conducted by the Ministry 
of the Interior in the middle of March, only 3073 Hungarian 
refugees out of a total of 47,544 prefer to stay in Austria. 
The remainder, with few exceptions, would like to emigrate 
overseas. 

UN REFUGEE CHIEF, IMPRESSED BY AUSTRIAN EFFORT, 
SEES ‘INCREDIBLE PROGRESS"’. Dr. August Lindt, United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugee Affairs, recently 
spent some time in Austria where he held talks with Austrian 
authorities, in particular with officials of the Ministry of the 
Interior, the representative of the High Commissioner for Re- 
fugee Affairs in Austria and with officials of the United 
States Embassy. He also visited camps and held detailed 
conversations with the refugees themselves and with several 
camp directors. 

Dr. Lindt stated before his departure that he had visited 
camps for Hungarian refugees and also camps accommodating 
refugees who had come to Austria earlier. ‘‘I found it almost 
incredible,’’ said the High Commissioner, ‘‘and I was extreme- 
ly happy to note the tremendous progress which has been 
made since my last visit, shortly before Christmas 1956, in 
taking care of the refugees. The High Commission has made 
funds available to us from international contributions, for use 
in improving accommodations for the refugees. The extent to 
which the funds have been transformed into clean and attrac- 
tive rooms and the degree to which housing of the refugees 
has changed is incredible. At some of the former reception 
centers I found a friendly youth home insteadof a‘camp’ which 
was engaged not only in education but also in the training of 
young boys. The youths were receiving training as shoemak- 
ers, mechanics or farmers. Within the next few days shops 
Will be organized for carpenters and locksmiths. However, 
Provision is made not only for the professional training of the 
young people but also for the organization of their leisure 
time, which is a particularly important matter in the case of 
refugees. , (Continued on page 2) 








TWO CANDIDATES IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. The 
Austrian Election Board, meeting under the chairmanship of 
Minister of the Interior Helmer, announced recently that only 
two candidates have been nominated for the presidential elec- 
tion on May 5: Vice-Chancellor Adolf Schaerf (Socialist) and 
Professor Wolfgang Denk, M.D. (Independent, backed by the 
People’s Party and the Freedom Party). The Communists 
have not put up a candidate of their own. 

The total number of eligible voters in this election will 

be 4,630,871, or 16,407 more than in the parliamentary elec- 
tion on May 13, 1956. 
IAEA — STATUTE APPROVED BY AUSTRIAN PARLIA- 
MENT. The Austrian Parliament has unanimously approved 
the proposed statute of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency. The rapporteur, Dr. Ernst Koref stressed the im- 
portance of the new UN agency as an instrument of peaceful 
co-operation between all nations in this vital field, and 
voiced his satisfaction, which was fully shared by the House, 
at the choice of Vienna as the agency’s headquarters. Dr. 
Koref said that this choice implied ‘‘recognition of Austria’s 
policy of independence and dedication to peaceful purposes 
so faithfully adhered to since World War II.’ 


1.A.E.A.: FAVORABLE REPORT ON VIENNA'S SUITABIL- 
ITY AS H.Q. Dr. Jolles, Executive Secretary of the Prepara- 
tory Committee of the International Atomic Energy Authority, 
who recently arrived in Vienna with a group of experts head- 
ed by Ambassador Carlos A. Bernardes of Brazil, spoke to 
Austrian and foreign newsmen on the mission of the prepara- 
tory group. 

Dr. Jolles recalled that the Preparatory Committee had to 
bear in mind the New York Conference’s view that Vienna 
was a Suitable site for the headquarters of the International 
Atomic Energy Authority. Declaring that his delegation would 
comply with this recommendation, the speaker said there 
could be no discussion on the matter as yet because it was 
not known how extensive the work program of the Authority 
would be. This was the factor which would determine the 
size of the staff and, therefore, the space requirements. 

Dr. Jolles said that the previous week’s discussions had 
been concerned mainly with problems concerning the forth- 
coming general meeting of the Authority. (The Austrian Gov- 
ernment had proposed the Parliament Building and the Kon 
zerthaus, including the Music Academy and Akademie Thea- 
ter, as meeting places.) Pointing out that the Konzerthaus 
offered more space and was more suitable for the purpose of 
the general meeting, he said that his delegation had finally 
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decided in favor of that building, although it deeply regretted HIGH AMERICAN HONORS FOR THREE VIENNESE. Unite NU 
having to forego the ‘‘historic and beautiful Parliament Build- States Air Force decorations were recently awarded to threo gp 
ing.’ Viennese by U.S. Ambassador Llewellyn Thompson. Theil na 

The general meeting in Vienna will run for three or four three persons honored were Police Inspector Karl Helle MM of 
weeks. The speaker said it would probably not be an easy Walter Burghauser, a Federal Railroad official, and Johan iM sit 
task to find accommodations for all those attending, but he Musik who lent conspicuous service in the rescue of twill far 
expressed confidence that the Austrian authorities would find American fliers whose plane crashed in Vienna on June 258 mi 
a satisfactory solution to the problem. He also mentioned 1955. (The American courier plane had crashed into thellf pa: 
that the delegation was considering the one-time Vienna sani- Danube canal shortly before preparing to land. The twill 9: 
torium which the Austrian authorities had proposed for the occupants of the machine had made desperate attempts pill rer 
purpose, but it could not yet decide whether or not this build- escape from the sinking plane. A group of volunteers, indm wa 
ing would be a Suitable site for the I.A.E.A. headquarters cluding the three receiving the decorations, succeeded i: wo 
because the structure of the organization would not be de rescuing one of the men in the plane, although he diced co: 
cided for another few months. shortly afterwood as a result of his injuries. The other oof wo 

After the departure of Ambassador Bernardes and Dr. cupant, who had been fastened to his seat, sank with the ch: 
Jolles, some of the delegation members stayed on in Vienna plane in spite of the efforts of the rescuers.) the 
to deal with details. 2,101,928 JOBS. The number of jobs in Austria rose by 47,2" ps 
SUCCESSFUL NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES. in March, bringing the total to 2,101,928. The principal fai oq 
Minister of Finance Kamitz, reporting to the Cabinet on his tors in this increase were the building and building-materiaig® na 
negotiations with official Government quarters in the United industry and also the lumber industry. The number of persongy in 
States, including the Treasury Department, the State Depart- employed in agriculture rose by 5,074. 13 
ment, the Export-Import Bank and various international INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT UP. In 1957, there were 4,52 
organizations (e.g. the World Bank and Currency Fund), Industrial establishments in Austria employing a total o 
declared that the talks had taken place in an atmosphere of 566,909 persons, or 2.5 per cent more than in January 195¢mEC 
cordiality. The Minister reported that there was good reason According to a report by the Industrial Department of thamRA 
to expect that the funds necessary for the expansion of Federal Chamber of Commerce, the greatest increase in enm Au 
Austria’s economy would be available in large measure in ployment took place in Vorarlberg (7.3 per cent) and in Tyrjm lis 


the near future. (5.8 per cent). As compared with 1956, decreases in indus the 
93% PARTICIPATION IN VORARLBERG VOTE: FIRST AUS- trial employment were registered in Salzburg (0.4 per cent) Mult 
TRIAN PLEBISCITE A SUCCESS. The ban on ‘‘employee Lower Austria (1.3 per cent) and Burgenland (7.4 per cent shi 
discounts,’’ adopted by a vote of 16 to 10 in the Land Legis- As compared with December 1956, there has been a seasondm his 
lature last December, was defeated by a two-thirds majority decrease of 1.4 per cent in the number of industrial workers 19 
in the plebiscite held in Land Vorarlberg on March 31. (The There has been no change in the trend, noted in Decembem du 
‘‘employee discounts’’ apply to sales of goods at wholesale 1956,for the slowly rising number of women employed in inf po 
prices within the framework of worker and employee organi- dustry, which suggests that, a readjustment in the meni be 
zations, or unions, in any given firm, shop or factory—Ed.) women ratio is apprently taking place in industrial employ Gc 
Of a possible 126,234 votes, only 37,459, or 32.34 per cent, ment. The total number of working hours during January wag an 
were in favor of maintaining the ban, while 78,369, or 67.66 approximately 36 million, i.e. 2 per cent less than in tha er 
per cent, were against it. preceding month. de 

Participation in the voting was unusually high, having COST OF LIVING UP 2.3% SINCE 1952. Austria’s cost o!ff ex 
reached the 93-per cent mark. Of the Total of 126,234 persons living index has maintained comparative stability since 19529 an 
entitled to vote, 117,638 actually cast their votes: of these According to an Austrian press survey, the following is: 
1,810, or 1.64 per cent, were invalid. The number of valid comparison of the increase with the rises in other Europeayy an 
votes was 115,828. As a result of the voting, the hotly dis countries: in 
puted law cannot come into force, so that Vorarlberg is now Increase since 195.8 w 
the only Land in which ‘‘employee discounts’’ are allowed. A cr 
It has been noted that the only localities where ‘‘yes’’ votes Great Britain 15.1 as 
predominated were purely agricultural communities. In all oth- _Italy 13.0 ef 
er areas, and particularly in industrial communities, retailers Norway 11.4 ti 
—in whose behalf the ban on the discounts had been adopted— Sweden 9.2 if 
lacked the support not only of employees but also of many in- German Federal Republic 2.5 ar 
dependent elements. Switzerland 2.5 

The opponents of the ban, led byall sections of the trade- Austria 2.3 th 
union movement, won the election primarily on the basis of U.S.A. 2.2 al 
their demand that the principles of a free market economy ‘ ; 
should not be encumbered by restrictive legislation. They UN Refugee Chief (Continued from page 1) 
argued that consumers must be protected in their right to ob- ‘‘At Hirtenberg I no longer found unkempt and frighteneiy m 
tain merchandise at reduced prices by placing orders on a boys, but rather young men who made a pleasant and, abov'—™ ¥ 
wholesale basis. all, a socially well-adjusted impression.’’ 
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NUMBER OF FARM WORKERS DROPS CONSIDERABLY. 
Speaking recently on the subject of ‘“‘Farm Women in the 
National Economy,’’ Parliament Member Hartmann, Director 
of the Farmers’ league, pointed out that women are respon- 
sible for two-thirds of all agricultural tasks carried out in 
farmhouses. Herr Hartmann saw an element of danger in the 
migration of farm workers from rural areas, noting that in the 
past ten years the number of such workers had fallen from 
%1,000 to 169,000. He said that although machines could 
replace workers in many tasks, the shortage of personnel 
was increasingly serious in the particular sphere of farm 
work assigned to women. Another complicating factor, ac- 
cording to the speaker, was the fact that the overworked farm 
women were also the mothers with the largest numbers of 
children. He said that it was therefore a matter of urgency for 
the responsible authorities to take steps to ease their work- 
pad and through appropriate measures, to assist them in the 
education and training of their children. The great predomi- 
nance of older people among the rural population is shown 
in the low figures on numbers of children; in no fewer than 
132,608 farm families in Austria, there are no children 
under 14. 


ECONOMIC POLICY AIMS AT HALTING WAGE-PRICE SPI- 
RAL. According to a policy statement recently issued by the 
Austrian Government, a concept has now been evolved to en- 
list the cooperation of management and labor in combatting 
the dangerous rise in prices and wages. Under this plan, the 
ultimate consumer prices of basic foodstuffs during 1957 
should remain unchanged as far as possible and the overly 
high prices for fruits and vegetables should be reduced to the 
1955 levels. Rate increases must take into account the pro 
ductive capacity of the various branches of the economy and 
population groups. It is planned that particular attention will 
be paid to the cost of household articles. If necessary, the 
Government will enforce stabilization of prices by customs 
and trade policies and by other economic measures. The Fed- 
eral Government expects the Trade Union Federation to make 
demands for increases in prices and wages only after their 
examination by a commission which will consider the amounts 
and the urgency involved. 

Cooperation between the Government, on the one hand, 
and management and labor, on the other hand, should make an 
immediate interruption of the upward movement of prices and 
wages possible. The feeling prevails that any essential in 
creases in charges and wages should be carried out as soon 
aS possible, in order to take advantage of the psychological 
effect of the ‘‘hold-the-line’’ agreement. However, a relaxa- 
tion of monetary and credit policies can be considered only 
if these increases do not have any significanteffect on wages 
and other prices. 

Besides throttling the upward trend of wages and prices, 
the new economic policy is also designed to keep investment 
at a high level. 

It is a justified assumption that, with a stable currency, 
(twill be possible to ensure continuance of high employ- 
ment, increased productivity and, accordingly, of higher rel 
wages, 


RECORD GRAIN CROP IS BOON TO FOREIGN-EXCHANGE 
BALANCE. Foreign-exchange receipts earned during 1956 
from the export of livestock was three times as high as in 
1955. Due primarily to heavy export of cattle, mainly to Italy 
and Germany and to a lesser extent to Switzerland, export 
sales in this sector amounted to 275 million schillings, as 
compared with 79 million in 1955 (one dollar equals 26 
Austrian schillings - Ed.). 

Earnings on exports of milk, butter and cheese rose 
two-and-one-half times, i.e. from 55.7 to nearly 136 million 
schillings. Exports of fruit and vegetables rose from 26 
million in 1955 to 61 million in 1956, the increase being 
accounted for by both fresh and canned products. Thanks to 
the exceptionally good grain crop and the resultant decrease 
in import requirements in grain (which dropped in value from 
685 to 451 million) and corn, the foreign-exchange balance 
of the Austrian food economy was much more favorable in 
1956 than in 1955. This is true even though boom conditions 
increased imports of coffee, cocoa and tea and even though 
higher prices had to be paid for imported fruits and vege- 
tables. Figures for the trend during the first few months of 
1957 are not yet available, but there is every indication that 
this year’s prospects are also favorable. 

COMMERCIAL BALANCE /S LESS TIGHT. Next to con: 
sumption, exports were the most important supporting 
factor in the 1956 economic situation. The real value of 
exports rose by 18 per cent and the value of exports in- 
creased by 22 per cent to 22.1 billion schillings (one dollar 
equals 26 schillings - Ed.). This was a higher rate of 
expansion than in 1955 and was considerably above the 
international average. These favorable export developments 
were a decisive factor in the continued high level of produc- 
tion. While the export quota of industrial production rose from 
28 per cent in 1955 to 30 per cent in 1956, 79 per cent of the 
increase in industrial production was exported. On the other 
hand, the rate of increase for exports -- which reached a 
value of 25.3 billion schillings -- showed a sham decline. 
In terms of value, it amounted to only 10 per cent, as com- 
pared with 36 per cent in 1955. The contrasting developments 
in export and import activities led to an improvement in the 
balance of trade, the deficit in which dropped from 4.9 to 
3.2 billion schillings. Foreign-exchange receipts from the 
tourist trade rose to 3 billion schillings. 

ANOTHER EPU DEFICIT. The end-of-the-month balance of 
the European Payments Union (EPU) shows that Austria had 
a deficit of 1.05 million clearing dollars with that organiza- 
tion as of March 31. However, since obligations in EPU 
currencies amounting to 4.5 million dollars were settled 
bilaterally during March, Austria’s overall deficit toward 
other member states for the month amounted to 5.1 million 
dollars, as compared with 3.7 million in February, and with 
6.4 million in January. 

THE TREND OF STOCK QUOTATIONS DURING 1956. The 
Vienna Stock Exchange report for fiscal 1956 includes a 
comparative study of trends in security quotations in Vienna. 
As a result of developments on the capital market, the aver- 
age quotations on most loans showed a downward tendency, 
except where special influences were at work. For instance, 
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at year’s end the quotation on 5% reconstruction loans was | DEADLINE FOR FILING OF APPLICATIONS BY FORMER 
86.40 (as against 95 at the end of 1955), the 7% opera loan AUSTRIAN POLITICAL PERSECUTEES. The final deadline 
was quoted at 102 (105), the 4% Laender loans at 88.20 for the filing of applications to the Austrian Assistance Fun 
(90.80), the 642% housing construction loan at 98 (101), 4% by former political persecutees and Austrian citizens of 
and 442% indust-‘al and hydo-electric-power loans at 84.90 permanent residence in that country of at least ten years 
(90.60), 542% loans of the same category 97 (98.90). On the standing prior to the Nazi occupation, is June 10, 1957 
other hand, 2% Federal bonds rose to 84.25 (82), 4% Federal Extensions, in future of the deadline date are not expected. 
bonds remained practically unchanged at 91.75 (92), the 4% 17,958 applications have been submitted up to April! 10, 
power loan and all mortgage bonds and municipal debentures 1957 and 8,056 have already been brought to settlement. 
remained stable. A 4% power loan went from 104.25 to 117 Payments on applications made thus far have aggregate: 
‘figures in parentheses are the quotations at the end of $2,000,000. 

1955 -- Ed.). New applications areto be forwarded to Oesterreichischer 

In the matter of stocks, on the other hand, the average Hilfsfonds, Wien, Postamt 56, Postfach 87, Austria. Addj- 
quotation rose from 1170 to 1313, the movement within the tional information may be obtained from the Austrian Consv- 
individual stock groups exhibiting pronounced differences. late General in New York (31 East 69th Street, New York 

The average quotation for breweries (1194, as against 1242) 21, New York), the Austrian Consulates in the US and the 
and for the textile industry (663, as against 642) was some- Austrian Embassy in Washington, as well as from the offices 
what weaker. Quotations on other industries reflected fin- of the United Restitution Organization (URO), 1241 Broadway, 
ancial strength. For example, quotations on stock of the New York 1, New York, and 3950 West 6th Street, Los 
building industry rose to 1064 (as against 941), on that of Angeles, California, or from Jewish Service Agencies in the 
the chemical industry to 1160 (949), the electrical engin- other major cities of the United States. 
eering industry to 1174 (1017), the food industry to 1373 VIENNA SOIL YIELDS OIL. A few days ago, the ‘‘Suessen 
(1245), the magnesite industry to 4225 (3155) the metal brunn 3’’ test boring, located on land of the municipality of 
industry to 1193 (1176) and paper plants to 1357 (1151). Vienna about 165 feet from the city boundary, began to 


roduce oil. According to the report of the oil experts, th 
THE ARCHBISHOP WATCHES THE TICKER. Trading of the © oe “ : 
well had been ‘‘drilled to a depth of between 7,840 and 
7% debentures of the 1956 Austrian Church Reconstruction ; a 
7,853 ft. in the fourth Tortonian horizon.” Drilling had 
Loan (Section 1)was started recently on the Vienna Securities 
ie proceeded to this depth by March 7 and beginning with 
Exchange. (Authorization for trading on the exchange applies 
; : March 9, approximately 20 tons of petroleum began to flow 
to 5,500 bonds in the 5,000-schilling denomination, 33,500 . 
adie : daily. This rate decreased subsequently and at the present 
in the 1,000-schilling, 14,500 in the 500-schilling and 7,000 
a the Sid-ccbiiiien Gennebanitens: Gis tend tenes cum time the daily flow from the well is about 15 tons of oil. 
sponds to the nominal value of 70 million schillings allocated AUSTRIA piney - 21 FOREIGN espe erin 
last fall.) Archbishop Coadjutor Jachym, the initiator of the ing to the Austrian C _ ee Commerce, Austis is officiel & 
project, was present at the Securities Exchange for the ly represented at 21 different fairs this year. Of this number, 
introduction of the new issue. The Church authorities plan 14 exhibits =e ow displays, 5 _ individual displays -_ 
to open subscriptions to a second section of the loan later 2 will feature booths dispensing information about Austrian 
1 the wear. business and industry. 

: During the first half of March, the Austrian economy was 
BROADER BASE FOR AUSTRIAN CAPITAL INVESTMENTS. represented by group exhibits organized by the Institute for 
At the request of the Austrian National Committee, the Inter Economic Development at the International Spring Fairs a 
national Chamber of Commerce in Paris dealt recently with Frankfurt and Leipzig and a special display at the Nuernberg 
the problem of participation by large numbers of consumers Toy Fair. Other Austrian group exhibits will be seen at the 
and workers in the capital market. The Austrian Committee Frankfurt and Leipzig Fall Fairs and at the fairs held at Ut- 
described widely dispersed ownership of productive capital recht, Posen, Trieste, Zagreb and Saloniki. The Austrian 
as a matter of decisive importance for the future of a free group display at the fair in Bogota, Colombia, will mark the 
social order. first occasion on which Austrian industry is participating in® 

The Austrian proposal met with warm approval on the’ a South American fair. Plans also call for five individual dis- 
part of the Chamber. The representatives of the other coun- plays at the International Fairs held in Milan, Munich, Paris 
tries attending the emeting showed particular interest in the and Bolzano and also at the Milan Triennial. At the Cast 
great success of the first stock issue of the two nationalized blanca and Goeteborg fairs, interested parties will be able & 
Austrian banks. obtain information about Austrian products from special Aus 

The International Chamber of Commerce is planning to trian information booths. 
make a study of the methods used in the individual countries AUSTRIAN HEADS EUROPEAN RAILROAD ASSOCIATION 
for distributing productive assets and the results they have IN NEW YORK. The New York director of the Austrian State 
achieved. The report will be published and made available Tourist Office, Mr. Rudolf Mattesich, has been appointed 
to the various national committees, thereby giving further chairman of the Conference of European Railroads. The age! 
encouragement to this decisive new advance in the develop- _cy consists of members of all European countries maintaining I 
ment of the free world economies representation for their railroads in this country. 
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AUSTRIAN HOLIDAY FAIR. The traditional ‘Tourist Land 
Austria’’ Fair was recently opened in Vienna by Minister 


AUSTRIAN SHIPS TO SAIL AS FAR AS BLACK SEA. 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Leopold Figl recently reported 




















































Fund @ waldbrunner. The purpose of the exhibition is to convince the on an agreement between Austria and the Soviet Union 
S of B® yiennese that their own country offers opportunities for concerning the settlement of technical and commercial 
years @ attractive and inexpensive vacations. To this end, each of problems relating to Danube shipping. This agreement is the 
1957. the Austrian Laender had its own publicity booth at the final one to be concluded between Austria and the Danube 
ed. Bf display, which is designed to give a comprehensive picture reparian states. It means that the Danube will now be open 
1 10, Bof all aspects of the country’s tourist activities. Also parti- to Austrian shipping as far as the Black sea. The agreement 
nent, @ cipating were the Federal Railroads, the Postal System, the is based on the principle of freedom of navigation with 
gated @panube Steamship Line, the Touring Association and the respect to harbor and navigation fees as well as to the terms 
“Gesellschaft fuer Sozialtourismus,’’ a Trade-Union spon- for merchant shipping. Under its provisions, both contracting 
scher @ sored travel association. parties grant each other most-favored-nation treatment on 
A ddi- As compared with the prewar period, foreign tourist anchorage of each other’s ships in harbors, the execution of 
nsu- B activity has risen 128 per cent, whereas the number of over- harbor operations, the utilization of harbor installations and 
York B night accomodations booked by Austrians has risen only warehouses, the fuelling and provisioning of ships and the 
1 the 0.2 per cent. collection of duties. 
fices SPECIAL RADIO BULLETINS FOR AUSTRIAN MOTORISTS. 
8) BTRANSIT TRAFFIC INCREASING. Direct transit of goods “Mr. X., drive right back to Salzburg, You left the faucet run- 
Los through Austria rose from 4,311,000 tons in 1955 to 4,772,000 ning in your apartment.’’ News reports of this nature and oth- 
n the tons in 1956. Italy with 1,222,000 tons, accounted for the er items, interspersed with a sprinkling of light music, are 
largest volume of goods entering Austria for conveyance to featured in the ‘‘Motorists en route’’ broadcast of the Austri- 
SSeit Bhird countries, Next in order came the German Federal an Broadcasting System’s Second Program. 
ty of B eepublic (1,181,000 tons), Yugoslavia (880,000 tons), Hun- Since it is hoped that as many drivers as possible will be 
an to gary (357,000 tons) and Czechoslovakia (300,000 tons). Of tuned in to this program, it is planned to include reports on 
» the Fine volume of goods leaving the country in the transit traffic highway conditions, detours, etc. Moreover, by paying a fee 
) and B iuring 1956, 1,968,000 tons went to West Germany, 1,197,000 of approximately 10 schillings (40 cents) per word, anyone 
| had Bons to Italy, 467,000 tons to Switzerland, 350,000 tons to -—-can have a message broadcast to drivers on the road. 
with Yugoslavia and 318,000 tons to Hungary. The largest shares UNIFIED AUSTRIAN AIRLINE TO BE ESTABLISHED. Ac- 
flow Bt this transit traffic were from Italy to Germany (West and cording to an official announcement, the Government coaliti- 
Sent Beast Germany together), amounting to 905,000 tons, and from on has reached agreement concerning the establishment of a 
Germany to Italy, in the amount of 872,000 tons. The next central Austrian airline. Under the agreement, which is in 
‘cor: Bhighest were those from Yugoslavia to West and East Germany _line with preceding discussions, ‘‘Air Austria’ and ‘‘Austri- 
icial- (739,000 tons) and from Hungary to Germany (196,000 tons). an Airways’’ will form a single company, to be known as the 
mber, Brransit shipments from West Germany to Yugoslavia amounted ‘‘Oesterreichische Luftverkehrs-A.G.’’ (Austrian Aviation 
S an¢ to 189,000 tons and to Hungary 73,000 tons. According to Corp.). The selection of a short form of the name for commer- 
siriat Bcentral Statistical Office figures, goods in transit through cial use will be left to the board of the unified company. The 
Austria have risen 55.4 per cent since 1953. capital of the new company is to be 60 million schillings and 
y was will be held by the following: 15%, the ‘‘Scandinavian Air 
te for lines System’’ (SAS); 15%, ‘‘A/S Fred Olsens Flyselskap’’ 
irsatQAUSTRIAN SHIPYARDS BUILDING VESSELS FOR THE (Fred Olsen Airtransport Ltd.); 28%, the former Austrian 
nbergBHIGH SEAS. The shipyards of the Danube Steamship Con- stockholders of ‘Austrian Airways’’; 42%, the former Austri- 
at the Many at Korneuburg have completely recovered from the post- an stockholders of ‘‘Air Austria.’’ 
at Ut- Mar and occupation slump. In addition to making repairs and The officials of the two pre-merger companies will meet 
strian Building vessels ordered domestically, the yards have laid shortly to adopt the necessary decisions in connection with 
rk the he keel for a number of ships ordered by foreign interests. the consolidation. 
ing in#Bix 300-ton lighters for Saudi Arabia left Komeuburg during SERVICE BY THIS SUMMER. Parliamentary Deputy Polcar, 
| dis: Bhe second half of March and are now on the way to their des- the President of the Austrian Aero Club, declared that the 
Paris Bination. There are prospects of further orders from the Middle signing of the agreement on the new Austrian airline marks 
Case ast. the elimination of all the obstacles which have hitherto stood 
ble to Shipping companies in Hamburg and Bremen, too, have in the way of a domestic airline. He expressed the hope that 
| Aus @laced orders for the construction of high-seas and other tugs the formalities involved in setting up the new body would be 
i) to sizes of about 1,000 tons. (German shipyards had been completed soon, so that the organization of the company could 
\ TION Mnable to offer the acceptable delivery dates.) proceed apace. Polcar said that he expects the company to 
| State The Korneuburg yards are also engaged in the construc- start its service by this summer. 
ointed#0n of the ‘‘river buses’’ which will ply the Danube between 
_ agen’ enna and Linz this summer. The present backlog of orders Read a ened tui 
aining#e"Sures that the Korneuburg yards will be operating ‘‘full CEES GPO CHEERS OD FEPFURE OF Guete mane 
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GRAZ TO BE AN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. As of May 
1957, a 5,000-ft. concrete runway, modern fuelling facilities 
and runway guide lights capable of meeting the latest re- 
quirements will be available to international airlines at the 
Graz-Thallerhoff airport. Thus, Austria’s second largest city 
will now be linked up with international flight patterns. 
Since weather conditions at Vienna and Graz are often 
radically different, the expansion of the Graz field also 
means that Graz can henceforth serve as an excellent 
alternative to Vienna for aircraft. 


HIGH ALPINE SUMMER SKIING. The official close of the 
1956-57 Austrian skiing season will be the giant slalom at 
Scesaplana in Vorarlberg on August 4. This event serves to 
lend new emphasis to the increasing importance of spring and 
summer skiing in Austria. New skiing areas high in the Alps 
are being continually opened up as a result of new cable 
railways and chair lifts with mountain stations over 6,000 
feet above sea level. 

During 1956, the second stage of the cable railway from 
Obertraun in Upper Austria to the Krippensteinwas completed, 
opening up the Dachstein plateau and its extensive glaciers 
for spring and summer skiing. (The new mountain hotel at 
Krippenstein, situated at an altitude of almost 7,000 ft., 
is an ideal base for long ski tours and features a number of 
easy training slopes -- with ski tows -- in the immediate 
vicinity.) The Cachstein Ski School, located on the Krippen- 
stein, is continuing its courses until the summer. The first 
Dachstein Giant Slalom, scheduled for April 14, is to be an 
international event. Construction of a third stretch of the 
Dachstein cable railway will begin this summer. The line 
will lead directly to the great Dachstein glacier. 


CAMPING IN AUSTRIA. The 1957 Austrian camping catalog 
contains information about 235 officially registered camp 
sites: size, altitude, location, safety measures, cooking and 
swimming facilities, sanitary installations, powerconnections, 
availability of food supplies, parking facilities, nearby bus 
stops and addresses from which information can be obtained. 
Sixteen of the camping sites listed in the 1956 catalog had to 
be dropped, but 28 new ones were added. The distribution of 
the camps by Laender is as foliows: Carinthia (57), Tyrol 
(52), Salzburg (26), Upper Austria (25), Vorarlberg (23), 
Lower Austria (12), Vienna (6), and purgenland (3). 


BADEN A SPA AGAIN. After the war, and another ten years 
during which Baden was headquarters of the Russian army of 
occupation, the Baden spa pavillion, one of the most beauti- 
ful in all Austria, has now been completely renovated and is 
opening its doors again. The spa building is open to all 
guests staying at this historic watering place. 

The pivotal sections of the building are the concert hall 
and the assembly room around which life at the spa gravi- 
tates. The main hall, which accommodates 2,000 persons, 
was the scene of a number of stately balls during the past 
winter season. It is planned to utilize the building’s ex- 
cellent facilities for receptions in connection with big 
congresses. 


STATISTICAL EVIDENCE FOR AUSTRIANS’ SWEET TOOTH. 
Since the end of the war, consumption of sugar in Austria has 
risen considerably and it continues to be higher than that of 
most west European countries. Before the war, per capits 
consumption of sugar in Austria was 51 lbs. (as compare; 
with 60 lbs. for western Furope). Today, however, Austria's 
per capita consumption is 75 lbs., as against 68 lbs. fo 
western Europe. (Consumption in the United States an 
Australia is much higher, amounting to 106 lbs.; a yardstic, 
for the poverty of under-developed countries is reflected ip 
the fact that sugar consumption in the near East is only 
lbs., in Africa 22 lbs., and Asia only 15 lbs.) 


STEYR WORKS INCLUDES HEAVY TRUCKS IN EXPANSION 
PROGRAM. The Austrian steyr Works has recently expanded § 
its production program to include heavy trucks. The plant 
currently makes five and six-ton trucks, both of which are 
equipped with 95-HP diesel engines designed to reach top 
speeds of over 50 m.p.h. The trucks will be available in 
models designed to meet the requirements of all types of 
users. 
250TH CHILD AT IMST CHILDREN'S VILLAGE. The ‘‘s0s 
Children’s Village’’ at Imst recently admitted its 250th 
parentless child, a ten-year old girl from Upper Austria with 
a completely disrupted family background. (The child had 
been abondoned by its mother while still an infant and since 
that time had been living a joyless life in eleven different 
foster homes. The little girl arrived at Imst together with 
six of her ‘‘sisters’’ who had lost their mothers overnight. 
On the occasion of the admission of this 250th child, 
Ferman qmeiner, founder of the Austrian Children’s Village, 
announced that with the construction of SOS Children’s 
Villages at Altmuenster, Lienz, Moosburg in Carinthia am 
in Hinterbruehl near Vienna, two new children’s houses ae 
new being readied every month. Since all administrative 
machinery has been eliminated, every schilling donated - 
and the villages are supported exclusively by donations - 
can be used directly for the care of the orphans. 


U.S.-AUSTRIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TO ISSUE 
CATALOG MARKING ITS TENTH ANNIVERSARY. On the 
occasion of its tenth anniversary, the U.S.-Austrian Chamber 
of Commerce is planning to publish a reference book entitled 
‘‘Austrian-made Merchandise - Where you can find it in the 
United States.’’ The book, which will catalog the names of 
Austrian exporters, American importers and Austrian merchan- 
dise available in the United States as of January 1, 1958, 
is being produced to satisfy the great number of requests 
received for such information. An extensive list is already 
at the disposal of the Chamber, but in order to make the 
catalog as inclusive as possible, all American representa 
tives of Austrian firms and importers of Austrian goods are 
asked to supply information containing their address, the 
address of the Austrian firm they represent or from whor 
they import, together with the type or types of merchandise 
they wish to have listed. All such information should be 
addressed to: 
The United States-Austrian Chamber of Commerce 
165 West 46th Street New York, N.Y. 
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CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


KARAJAN DISCUSSES HIS PLANS. On the evening preceding 
his successful new production of Wagner’s “Die Walkuere’’ 
inthe Vienna State Opera House, Herbert Karajan, director 
of the company, held a press conference. It was learned at 
the meeting that the new production of Wagner’s ‘‘Ring’’ will 
extend over a period of three years. ‘‘Siegfried’’ will be 
given on December 20th with new sets by Emil Preetorius 
and under the musical direction of Karajan. By May or June 
1959 Wagner’s Tetralogy will have been given a completely 
new production. 

Karajan, who acted not only as conductor, but also as 
stage director for the ‘‘Walkuere” production, began rehear- 
sails last September and continued them on an intensive 
scale, despite prolonged interruptions, until the date of the 
premiere. Professor Preetorius, who designed the scenery, 
previously collaborated with Karajanat La Scalain Milan on 
the new productions of ‘‘Tannhaeuser’’ and ‘‘Lohengrin.’’ 
When, some twenty years ago, Preetorius received the assign- 
ment from Siegfried Wagner to design new scenery, his 
efforts gave rise to a storm of indignation which exceeded 
even the lively controversies which followed Wieland 
Wagner’s new staging techniques at Bayreuth. In Preetorius’ 
opinion, the staging of Wagner’s works is seventy-five per 
cent a matter of lighting; (a major factor in the dramatic 
effect, lighting can help produce the various changes in mood 
in the composer’s works.) 

In his capacity as artistic head of the Opera, Karajan 
wants to put a stop to the singers practice of joining and 
leaving the company at will andheprefers to forego the ser- 
vices of those artists who are not willing to bind themselves 
to the Opera for a necessary period of time. Karajan also 
considers the refurbishment of the company’s Italian re- 
pertory to be one of his principal tasks. He is also making 
a continual search for new types of stage machinery. At the 
present time he is making an active study of materials which 
offer completely unexpected rear projection effects. Karajan 
reported on similar experiences which he had made in the 
United States. 


KUBIN IS FIRST HOLDER OF HONOR CORSS FOR ART 
AND SCIENCE. Minister of Education Drimme recently 
conveyed the congratulations of the Austrian Government 
and the Ministry of Education to Alfred Kubin on the occasion 
of his 80th birthday. The Minister awarded the artist the 
“Honor Cross for Art and Science.’’ It is the first time since 
World War Two that this decoration has been awarded. 


AUSTRIAN SCIENTISTS EXCAVATING IN ASIA MINOR. 
Austrian scientists have been engaged in excavation work 
Since 1954, thereby continuing the project started some 6C 
years ago to uncover the city of Ephesus, which once 
numbered half a million inhabitants and was famous for its 
Emperor-God temple. Last year, sixty thousand tourists 
visited the little Asia Minor village of Seljuk to view the 
tuins of a great past, including the restored colonnade and 
the temporary museum established by the Austrian expedition. 





PROF. GAMSJAEGER TO SUPERINTEND VIENNA FESTI- 
VALS, At the recent general meeting of the Vienna Festivals 
Association, a decision was reached to appoint Prof. 
Rudolf Gamsjaeger, General Secretary of the Society of the 
Friends of Music, as program director of the Festivals. 
Since programming for the 1957 Festival has already been 
completed, the new appointee’s first assignment will be to 
prepare the program for the 1958 Festival. 

COMPLETE EDITION OF MAHLER'S WORKS BEING PRE- 
PARED. According to the activities report of the International 
Gustav Mahler Society, great progress has been made of late 
in expanding the Gustav Mahler Archives. Over 2,000 pages 
of manuscripts and scores corrected by Mahler himself have 
been photostated in preparation for the issuance cf a com- 
plete edition of the composer’s works. It is planned that at 
least two volumes of this annotated edition should be issued 
by the time of the 100th anniversary of Mahler’s birthin 1960. 
A board of honorary members has been organized under the 
chairmanship of Mrs. Alma Mahler-Werfel. The body is made 
up of 26 outstanding figures who were closely connected 
with the work of Gustav Mahler. The honorary president of 
the Society is Bruno Walter. Action to organize the group was 
taken by the board of directors of the Vienna Philharmonic. 


INNSBRUCK PROFESSOR TO JOIN ANTAPTICA EXPE- 
DITION, Professor Herbert Hoinkes of Innsbruck University 
has been invited by the National Academy of Sciences in 
Washington, D.C., to participate in the Academy’s scientific 
South Pole expedition scheduled for the 1957/58 Geophysical 
Year. The only European member of the expedition, Pro- 
fessor Hoinkes has been appointed to head the glacial- 
meteorological research at the ‘‘Little America’’ base. 


“‘HUNGARIAN PHILHARMONIC’’ FORMED AT BADEN. A 
group of 150 Hungarian artists living at a hotel in Baden near 
Vienna are engaged in the organization of two ensembles, 
one to be known as the ‘‘Philharmonica Hungarica’’ and the 
other as the ‘“‘Free Hungarian Dramatic Company.’’ The idea 
for this program developed in connection with the refugee 
welfare project of the Vienna periodical ‘‘Forum.’’ Assist- 
ance was obtained from the Rockefeller and Ford Foundati- 
ons, the Swiss Committee for Hungarian Freedom Fighters, 
the International Rescue Committee and the Congress for 
Cultural Freedom at Paris. With the funds made available by 
these organizations, currently totalling about 100,000 dollars, 
it has been possible to plan two ‘‘hundred-day projects’”’. 
During the first 100-day period, the refugee musicians (who 
are former members of major Budapest orchestras) and their 
conductor Zoltan Rozsnyai are attempting to organize then- 
selves into a unified musical body. The city of Baden has 
made a large hall in the Spa Pavillion available for rehears- 
als. The goal of the group is to give at least three or four 
concerts featuring Hungarian music, and especially the works 
of Bartok and Kodaly, along with standard classical works. 
During the second 100-day period, the orchestra would under- 
take a concert tour through western Europe offering the same 
musical fare. The acting group is planning a similar program. 
The refugee artists are also planning the production of films, 
including one based on Bartok’s ‘‘The Miraculous Mandarin.’”’ 
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VIENNA MEETING OF EUROVISION. The scheduled meeting 
of the European Broadcasting Union is to open at Vienna’s 
Broadcasting House on April 8. The technical commission of 
the body will meet from April 813, the juridical commission 
from April 24-28 and the program commission from April 28 to 
May 4. The principal agenda items concern the exchange of 
programs under the ‘‘Eurovision’’ project. 


A “EUROPEAN VACATION AND STUDY TRIP."’ Under the 
sponsorship of the International Academy of Fine Arts and 
the Institute of German Language and Literature, both with 
headquarters in Salzburg, a two-month ‘‘European Vacation 
and Study Trip’’ will leave New York on June 30. The 
group is scheduled to arrive in Salzburg via England, Scot- 
land, Holland, Belgium, France, Germany and Switzerland 
on July 14th. Four weeks of courses have been arranged in 
Salzburg, including German-language classes, painting 
(under Oskar Kokoschka) and sculpture (under Giacomo 
Manzu). The price has been set at $1,325 from New York 
City. This includes transportation, tuition fees, room and 
board. All inquiries should be addressed to Dr. G.M. French, 
2210 Los Angeles Avenue, Berkeley, California. 


“INSTITUTE OF EUROPEAN STUDIES’ COMBINES 
TRIPS WITH COURSES AT VIENNA UNIVERSITY. The 
“Institute of European Studies,’’ in cooperation with the 
University of Vienna, is organizing a program of courses for 
visiting undergraduates to be taught in English. The program 
is designed to fit into the liberal arts curriculum of American 





colleges. The program will last 10 months, during which ti, 
the student will spend two full semesters at the Univers; 
of Vienna and travel in Europe. Students will live in Vien 
nese homes, eat their meals at the IES center in Vienna ay 
attend regular classes. The price for the full progan , 
$1,780. This includes room and board, tuition for the ty 
semesters, tours through 8 European countries and round-trj) 
ocean passage. Inquiries should be directed to the Ing 
tute’s Chicago office at 35 East Wacker Drive. 





SAN DIEGO JUNIOR COLLEGE ORGANIZES SAL ZBuRg 
SUMMER SCHOOL. The San Diego Junior College (at 14 
and Russ Streets, San Diego 2, California) is organizing | 
budget trip to Salzburg in cooperation with the Richeliey 
Institute. The tour will include four weeks’ study in Salzbug 
and tickets to the Salzburg Festival. The price, which he 
been fixed at $750, includes transportation, room and board, 
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AUSTRIA’S FIRST NEUTRON GENERATOR. Work on Ausf. 
tria’s first neutron generator is proceeding at a feverish pac 
at the Graz Institute of Technology; the apparatus, an acce| 
erator, will be able to assume some of the functions of th 
big cyclotrons. The generator will be the property of thao; 
‘*Styrian Study Group for the Application of Nuclear Physics 
an organization which is supported by Styrian industry. Th 
group was founded a year ago, when Otto Hahn and Lies 
Meitner, the physicists, came to Graz for the occasion 
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